BENSALEM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES

Monday 8/27/18
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joseph Pilieri, President
Joseph Knowles, Vice President 

Ed Kisselback, Secretary
Jesse Sloane, Member
Ed Tokmajian, Member
ALSO PRESENT:
Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo

Ron Gans, Township Engineer
Joseph Pizzo, Solicitor

Lauren Gallagher, Solicitor
Debora McBreen, Council Clerk

Cindy Terlecki, Recording Secretary


1.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Council President Pilieri opened the meeting with a moment of silent meditation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
2.
PUBLIC COMMENT:


Pilieri asked if anyone from the audience wanted to speak on any agenda items, no one came forward and public comment was closed.
3.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:


Kisselback motioned to approve the minutes of 7/23/18 as amended, Tokmajian          seconded, motion carried 4-0-1 with Knowles abstaining.

Knowles said that the school district added a new Resource Officer for the middle school, Knowles asked Fred Harran, Director of Public Safety who was in the audience, to come forward. Harran said the Resource Officer is being added to Shafer and Snyder Middle Schools and will go between the two schools. There is a Resource Officer at the High School but that officer is too busy to handle the middle schools. Today is the first day of school in Bensalem and many officers are at the schools greeting the children. Kisselback said now there are two officers in place. Harran added that the history of police response has drastically changed over the years and the need is there.
4. 
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION:


Pizzo said this is a resolution to approve the placement of a referendum question on the November 2018 Municipal Election Ballot within the Township to approve an increase in the tax for fire companies. In order for this to be placed on the ballot, a resolution is necessary. If the referendum is approved, there will be an increase in property tax of (1) mill to help fund the Fire Companies. If Council approves the resolution, it then goes to the County for the question to be placed on the ballot. Pilieri thanked all the volunteers for their service. Ron Harris a volunteer fire fighter and Chief with Nottingham Fire Company, said that a (1) mill increase would amount to $23.66 a year per household. The costs to operate the fire companies has greatly increased over the years and they are asking for support of the increase. Knowles said this should allow them to budget for 5 or 10 years. Harris said if this is approved, they won’t see the money until 2019. Dave Hunter, President of Nottingham Fire Company, asked if the resolution could be read out loud and after it was, he asked to amend the resolution to read “Shall the Township Council of Township of Bensalem be authorized to increase the real property tax for the operation and maintenance of the volunteer fire companies serving the Township by an additional one (1) mill.” Kisselback motioned to approve and Knowles seconded, motion carried 5-0. Sloane asked if we are authorized to increase the tax without placing the questions on the ballot and Pizzo said yes, but explained that in 2003 voters approved an increase of the fire tax to (7) mills for the fire companies, and further explained that since the Township had previously twice put the question of increasing the fire tax on the ballot, the Administration believes that the question has to go on the ballot again today. Sloane also asked if the question has to go on the ballot because the fire tax millage is already over 3 mills. Pizzo said yes, but thereafter explained that the County had several years back adjusted the value of a mil from what it was in 2003 to what it is currently, and that, again, because the question had previously twice been presented to the voters, it is appropriate for the question to be put to the voters for the third time in 25 years and the first time in 15 years notwithstanding this adjustment in the value of a mil by the County. Sloane then thanked all the volunteer fire fighters for all the sacrifices they make. Pizzo said this is less than $2.00 a month to assure volunteer fire fighters have all they need, Kisselback noted that there must have been 100 volunteer fire fighters in the audience.

Pilieri asked Pizzo if there were any changes to the agenda and Pizzo said that Agenda items 6 & 7 are being tabled until a date certain of 9/17/18, applicant will be making modifications to the plan, Tokmajian motioned to table until 9/17/18 and Sloane seconded, motion carried 5-0. Pizzo said that Agenda item 9 is being withdrawn and will be submitted at a later date. Item #10 is being tabled to the next Council meeting in September. Item #9 has to do with Bensalem Veterans Residences on Mechanicsville Road, the Township Administration is reviewing this with regards to it going from BP Business Professional to Residential. Sloane asked if this will be resolved by the next Council Meeting and Pizzo said it should be tabled until the October Council meeting of 10/22/18. Sloane motioned to table until 10/22/18 meeting and Tokmajian seconded, motion carried 5-0. Pizzo said that Agenda item #11 is in a different form than originally advertised and would expect comment from Council, Knowles motioned to table until 11/13/18 Council meeting and Sloane seconded, motion carried 5-0.
5.
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY AND FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT: 



Applicant:


Bensalem Village Condominium Association


Location:


1068 Byberry Road


Proposed Use:

Single Family Dwellings


Zoning Classification:
R-3 Residential


Tax Parcel:


2-94-56

Pizzo said this was tabled from the Council meeting of 7/23/18, at that meeting Council did hear a full presentation and there is no need to go through another presentation. Wes Plaisted said that Bensalem Condo Association is looking for 3 waivers, in reviewing Gans letter of 3/8/18 Chapter 201- Subdivision, the plans request 3 waivers, 1 and 3 are granted with a note on the plan “to the satisfaction of the Township Engineer and Solicitor,” Kisselback said that #2 does not require a waiver. Knowles asked about the 5.8 acres if they would be dedicated to the Township and the answer was yes, it would be dedicated to the Township. Pizzo referred to Gans letter, under E. Miscellaneous, the 4 items are all a will comply. Knowles said they would subdivide 3 physical lots, Sloane was concerned about the size of lots and would it be consistent with the neighboring lots. Plaisted said they would have to reduce the open space for the Township and Knowles said to leave it, he would rather see open space for the Township, it would be more of a buffer, and Pilieri said this is what the people want. Tokmajian asked if any action was taken by our Environmental Advisory Board and Pizzo said the Township has not made any plans for an environmental assessment, they haven’t gotten that far yet. Sloane asked if there are any wetlands and Pizzo said there was, Sloane said they are not really developable. Howard Solomon from Bensalem Condo Association said that an adjacent owner to the property, Ken Freely will leave it as open space if he purchases it. Sloane said thanks for letting Council know and Kisselback asked if it would be subdivided and Solomon said the buyer wants the option to build houses on it in the future. Pizzo said the deeds for 4 lots be submitted by the Township Engineer to the Solicitor for recording. Kisselback motioned to approve and Knowles seconded, motion carried 5-0.
6.
CONSIDERATION OF LOT CONSOLIDATION PLAN:


Applicant:

      Ivy State Road Property, LLC

Site Information:
      3750 State Road

Proposed Use:
      Warehouse Building

Zoning Classification:    G-1 General Industrial

Tax Parcel:                      2-2-79-9-4, 79-9-5, 79-9-6, 79-10 and 2-80-28


Tabled until 9/17/18

7.
CONSIDERATION OF FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT: 


Applicant:

      Ivy State Road Property, LLC

Site Information:
      3750 State Road

Proposed Use:
      Warehouse Building

Zoning Classification:    G-1 General Industrial

Tax Parcel:                      2-2-79-9-4, 79-9-5, 79-9-6, 79-10 and 2-80-28

Tabled until 9/17/18

8.
CONSIDERATION OF MINOR LAND DEVELOPMENT: 


Applicant:

      Korman Commercial Properties, Inc

Site Information:
      2577 Interplex Drive

Proposed Use:
      Parking Lot

Zoning Classification:    PCD-UD

Tax Parcel:                      2-1-2-5

Micahel Landis, Attorney for the applicant, said the site is located on Interplex Drive near US Route 1, and he wants added to the record Exhibits A1 through A6. Landis said there are three buildings, A, B and C. Currently buildings A&B have driveway entrances on Interplex Drive. Building C does not have direct access and truck traffic must make a circuitous route to make deliveries. The plan proposes the addition of a third driveway which will directly access Building C for more convenient and safe deliveries. This is a minor land development and there will be no change to any buildings. There were two witnesses sworn in: Arnold Lurie of Korman Commercial Properties Inc and Keven McCartney with Bohler Engineering, Pizzo said both were accepted. McCartney said the purpose of this is to provide secondary access for the trucks, there will be no change to the buildings, setback and buffers, and this will improve this area. Tokmajian asked if there is a stop sign where the parking lot is, there a safety issue with the truck traffic. McCartney said no there was no safety issue, Lurie said there are 12 to 14 trailers in and out of the property every day, and it has been the same for 20 years, there will be no increase in truck traffic. Tokmajian said he is concerned because there is a day care there and asked how close are the trucks. Lurie said the trucks are not that close to the day care, McCartney said it is lined with bollards and the area is fenced in, Pizzo said the paperwork is in order. Pilieri asked if anyone in the audience wanted to speak and the following people came forward:


Joe Foris – from Kay Ave. complained about the safety issue, his son goes to the daycare and Foris wants to know if this will create more traffic, Lurie said there have been no complaints from the daycare. Sloane asked about installing a pedestrian crosswalk at the entrance, Landis said they would have no objection to that.
 
Stella Palmer – from Kay Ave. is concerned about the noise the trucks will create. Lurie said there will be no change and they haven’t received any complaints about the noise levels. Knowles said the trucks are already going through there and Kisselback said there is no change in activity.

Tony Stallworth – from Linconia said he lives two blocks from the area and hears trucks idling, he asked if trucks will be parked overnight. Pilieri said this is a new entrance for the trucks, there will be no new trucks, what about more signage and buffering?  Lurie said there are not idling trucks, one truck is parked overnight, and they will consider buffering.

Mr. Kasmin – from Kay Ave. said he called about the property, there is a dead tree and no one at Korman answers. Lurie said there is an onsite management office opened from 9 to 5 and there is always someone in the office, the phone number is (215) 244-5145, no one else came forward and public comment was closed. Sloane said he wants pedestrian crosswalk, no idling signs, more shrubbery and crosswalks at the new entrance. Pilieri asked the Mayor if he could send out the traffic safety officer. Tokmajian asked if the tenants in buildings A&B were sent notices, Landis said no, they are Korman tenants, Pilieri said that is not required, Landis said notices go to adjoining properties. Sloane motioned to approve as amended with pedestrian crosswalk at new entrance, no idling signs and shrubs approved by traffic engineer, Kisselback seconded, motion carried 4-1 with Tokmajian voting no.
9.
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY AND FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT: 



Applicant:


BSV Housing LP (Bensalem Veterans Residences)


Location:


3063, 3095 Mechanicsville Road


Proposed Use:

Residential


Zoning Classification:
B-P Business Professional


Tax Parcel:


2-37-63 & 2-37-63-1


Withdrawn

10.
CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE:

This is an ordinance to amend the Township’s Zoning Ordinance Part II, Chapter 32 of the Township Code, to amend Article II, Section 232-31, Tax Map Parcel Numbers 2-60-15 and 2-30-115, Katherine Drexel property, from IN-Institutional to R-2 Residential.

Tabled until 10/22/18

11.
CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE:

This is an ordinance to amend Part II Chapter 232 of the Township’s Code. “zoning”, to add a new overlay zoning district in Article VI, known as “Division 7: Street Road Corridor Town Center Overlay District” and to amend the Zoning Map.


Tabled until 11/13/18

12.
CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE:

Pizzo said this is an ordinance amending Chapter 229-Vehicles for Hire at Section 27- Duties and Licensees. This ordinance is for “duty tow” who serve the Township. Pizzo asked if Council would consider an increase in their fees, the Director of Public Safety and Administration are asking for approval. Kisselback asked about the difference between 45.00 outside and 35.00 inside. Steve Davidson of Davidson Collision Center spoke about the ordinance and said that the Township doesn’t charge storage fees. Lauren Gallagher said this ordinance has been on the books for several years, Pilieri said it is not very clear. Knowles said increases are fair, Pilieri said we need to be fair to the residents. Pizzo said to strike section 4 from the ordinance, it would not have to be re advertised, 1, 2 and 3 are correct. Pilieri said the Township charges 175.00 for paperwork and Pizzo said this involves Penndot and the Township will get the money back. Gallagher said the charges are paid by the insurance company or the individual owner. Knowles motioned to approve and Tokmajian seconded, motion carried 5-0.
13.
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION:


Pizzo said this is a resolution for the Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant Application, the Township applied for a grant for sidewalks along Pasqualone Blvd for $290,000 with a 30% Township match which would come out of the Township Capital Fund. Approval is needed to summit the application. Sloane asked if the 30% match is coming out of this year’s budget and the Mayor said yes. Knowles said many people walk to services and Pilieri said this is a safety issue, Kisselback motioned to approve and Knowles seconded, motion carried 5-0.
14.
REDUCTION OF FEES:


Holy Ghost Preparatory School’s Mothers Guild located at 2429 Bristol Pike in Bensalem has requested a reduction of fees for special event and inspection of a tent. Pizzo said that Council has approved a 50% reduction in the past, Sloane asked if the cost is for permits and inspections and Pizzo said yes to both. Knowles motioned to approve and Tokmajian seconded, motion carried 5-0.
15.
REDUCTION OF FEES:


Christian Life Prison and Recovery Ministries located at 3100 Galloway Road in Bensalem, Pizzo said this is also for a 50% reduction in fees, Knowles motioned to approve and Tokmajian seconded, motion carried 5-0.
16.
ESCROW RELEASE:


Developers Request:
    Morelli Land Development

Location:

    876 Mill Road


Tax Parcel:

    2-23-19 and 2-23-20

Amount:

    $18,432.14

Gans recommended release of $18,432.14, subject to an audit by the Finance Department. Sloane asked about the items footnoted and Gans said this release is based on work completed, pro-rated for what is finished, Knowles motioned to approve and Kisselback seconded, motion carried 5-0.
17.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Linda Snyder – Orchard Ave. thanked the Mayor for the clean-up of the property next to her, she said there were 6 to 8 truckloads removed  from the property. The people are living on condemned property, and Snyder said the debris is starting to pile up again. The Mayor said the Township attorney is on this, and they will be back in court, it is all up to the judge. The Mayor said that Snyder is very patient and the Township will be on it again tomorrow, it is costing the Township a lot of money.

Don Medvic – Kings Ave. has an issue with his neighbor at 1171 Kings Ave. The neighbor did excavation on his property which made his yard higher and now Medvic gets water on his property. This has been going on since 2015, he asked Council to address this issue. Sloane asked if permits were taken out for this property, Gans said we will send someone out tomorrow. Knowles said the property is under sale and going to settlement the end of this month and they will have to get a Use and Occupancy permit. Pizzo said the Township inspectors have been out many times to this property. Pilieri asked Medvic if he had runoff prior to 2015 and he said no, Pilieri said we would get to the bottom of this.

George Anderson – Mill Road wants to register a complaint about the business behind him, the road is supposed to be 20 foot and the business has taken it over, Roberson Rd. leads to the rear of 3 properties. Gans said this is a paper street we would send someone out there, Pilieri said we will check it out.

Kathleen McAdams – Murray Ave. thanked everyone for all they do and wanted to say she is concerned about the traffic and that the ATV’s are reckless, she would like larger speed limit signs.  She has been hit 4 times in the last 10 years, drivers are distracted today, and she also is concerned about Armstrong School and Street Road. Pilieri said the Township is looking at Armstrong and Katherine Drexel. Knowles said the Township would look at the 25 mile per hour speed limit on Murray Ave. Pilieri said the ATV’s need to be reported.


Barbara Zeidler – Ohio Ave. thanked Council for the “deer sign”, in less than 2 weeks the sign was installed. Zeidler wanted to lodge a complaint for her friend whose son goes to the Charter School. He signed up to play football at the high school and practiced throughout the summer, when it was discovered he is not a resident of Bensalem, he was cut from the football team due to the fact he is not a resident. Pilieri said her friend should talk to the superintendent of Bensalem schools. Kisselback said he should be able to play football in the school district where he lives.
18.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Gans – wished everyone a nice Labor Day.
Tokmajian – asked about the striping at stop signs in Hidden Valley and the Mayor said it will be done. Tokmajian also asked if the word “Stop” could be painted on the street in addition to the sign that is there, he also asked about the 2nd quarter financials. Pizzo said he would get them to him. Tokmajian also asked about Waterside and who will take responsibility for the public improvements, sidewalks will need to go in. Pizzo said there is an agreement of sale, Mignatti is responsible for the public improvements and Lennar will be responsible for home warranties, Lennar will be taking over for Mignatti. Gans said no U&O’s will be issued until sidewalks go in. Tokmajian said the landscaping is also not complete and Pilieri said to get the address to Gans. 
Knowles – said the Hulmeville Road Bridge is now open and they did a fine job, there  are sidewalks for pedestrians, he also wished everyone a Happy and safe Labor day and was sorry about Senator McCain’s death, he was a great American war hero.

Kisselback – wished everyone a Happy and safe Labor Day and Happy Rosh Hashanah and condolences to McCain’s family.
Sloane – asked how the search was going for a new Director of Building and Planning, and he wished all a Happy Labor Day and L’Shanah Tovah which is Rosh Hashanah Happy New Year.

Pizzo – noted that Mignatti is not finishing up at Waterside, Lennar is.
19.
ADJOURNMENT:

The next Council meeting is scheduled for 9/17/18
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cindy Terlecki
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