December 3, 2018

Dear Residents,
The busy holiday season is upon us. With all the hustle and
bustle of our daily lives, it’s my hope you can extend a helping
hand to those in the community who are under-served. There
are food banks that need replenishing, not just at this time of
year, but throughout all seasons. Bensalem is blessed to
have groups and clubs who volunteer their time to ensure
individuals have food on the table and perhaps a gift or two
for children.
The Bensalem Lions, Kiwanis and Rotary are to be commended for the great job they do
each and every year in providing these services to our community, and I support their
efforts. Bensalem Public Safety personnel are also busy with their Toy Drive to support
local children in need. If you are blessed to have extra, please consider donating to
these groups or giving of your precious time. Information on ways you can help are
included within this publication. I love to see people coming together as a team to enrich
others’ lives!
There are many celebrations during the month of December that are township or civic
group sponsored such as our annual Community Tree Lighting (admission is one nonperishable food item), Breakfast with Santa, and other fun events. Holidays are meant to
be spent with family, however there are many people who are alone at this time. Please
extend some extra kindness!
My heartfelt wishes to each and every one of you for a beautiful holiday season. As
always, it’s my distinct pleasure and privilege to serve as Mayor of Bensalem Township.
Please be safe out there and, most of all, love one another.
Your Friend ,

Joseph DiGirolamo, Mayor
Bensalem Township

2018 Holiday Closings
The Bensalem Township Municipal Building will be closed on the following holidays:

Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25
Wednesday, December 26
Monday, December 31
Tuesday, January 1

Mayor DiGirolamo, Council, and everyone at
Bensalem Township would like to wish you all the
happiest of holidays!

2019 Season Passes On Sale Now!
Season Passes for the 2019 summer concert series at the
Penn Community Bank Amphitheater make great holiday gifts!
For just $35, Bensalem residents can enjoy 12 nights of
music under the stars at our award-winning amphitheater. All
purchases made between December 3rd and 21st will come
with a free gift. Stop by the Bensalem Township Municipal
Building, located at 2400 Byberry Road, anytime during
regular business hours to get yours!

Holiday Shopping Tip: Venmo*
Venmo is an application used to make and share payments with
friends and family. It is very popular among children and teens.
You can link a Venmo account with a bank account or debit card
and also connect with other users.
Some Venmo users fail to realize that their transaction histories
are available to the public by default. Within a minute, a list
containing 20 user transactions was obtained, converted, and
analyzed. The available information included the following: Payment ID, “Story” link
(which directs to the users account page), time of transaction, account usernames for
both users, account full name for both users, photos of each involved user (including
Facebook profile pictures), and the associated transaction message.
*Thank you to David Smalley for sharing this information with us. David is a Manager of
Forensic Technology and Consulting for a leading worldwide electronic discovery

organization with over 90 offices throughout the United States, Europe, Asia, and the
Middle East. Prior to his current role, David was affiliated with local law enforcement and
also a member of the Department of Justice Internet Crimes Against Children task force.
More information about David can be found at www.davidpsmalley.com.

Area Road Improvements to Bring
Closures & Detours
If you drive in and around Bucks County, you’ve undoubtedly noticed
various projects underway to improve our roads. For more information
about the local U.S. 1 project, and how it will impact your commute, check
out this update from PennDOT.

Stop the Spread of the Spotted Lanternfly!
While pretty to look at, the spotted lanternfly is
a destructive pest that is a threat to PA’s
agriculture such as hops, timber, fruit trees,
grapes, and more. Eggs are laid September
through December and hatch between May
and June, making them visible 10 months out
of the year. Each mass contains 30-50 eggs
wrapped and protected in a mud-like covering.
Spotted lanternflies will lay their eggs on any
hard surface including trees, cement blocks,
cars, rusty surfaces, decks, rocks, and more.
Now is the time of year to search for these egg masses and destroy them! Kits are
available to assist Bensalem residents in eliminating this invasive species. Stop by the
Bensalem Township Municipal Building during regular hours to get yours- while supplies
last- and click here to learn more about how you can do your part to help. Thank you to
Rick’s Expert Tree Service for providing these to our residents!

Community Tree Lighting
Come join Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo, Council, and
the Bensalem Township Parks & Recreation
Department for our annual Community Tree
Lighting on Sunday, December 9th at 5pm.
Admittance is non-perishable food items.
Don’t forget- Bensalem children can also bring their
Letters to Santa and deliver them right to the big

guy himself! Please be sure to include the child’s address so Santa can write a note back
before his big trip around the world.

Girls Junior Field Hockey
All girls, both residents and non-residents, in grades 1-8 are invited
to sign up and play Junior Field Hockey. Those who register for the
first time will receive an official field hockey stick, ball, mouth guard
and shin guards to keep as their own. Practice will be held one night
a week for one hour on Tuesday or Thursday evenings, and all
games will be held on Saturday mornings at the Bensalem
Community Park. This program will begin in April and run through
June.
Cost is $80.00 for all new participants, or those who need equipment, and $50.00 for all
returning participants, or those not requiring equipment. NO equipment can be ordered
after March 1st, and all registrations received after this date will have to supply their own.
In addition to our regular operating hours we are also offering in-person registration on
Saturday, February 9th from 8am – 11am and on Thursday, February 28th from 6pm –
8pm. If you have any questions, please call 215-633-3616.

Young Rembrandts
Energize your child’s imagination with Young Rembrandts!
In our drawing classes, students will learn to draw using
artistic techniques and educational skills that will awaken
the inner artist! Our weekly classes teach drawing, coloring,
patterning, and shading and our teaching style develops
attention to detail, fine motor skills, patience and visual
discrimination.
The following 5 week sessions will be held on Saturdays at
the Bensalem Community Park beginning March 16th and
will run through April 13th:
Early Elementary Drawing (ages 4-6):

Elementary Drawing (ages 7-14):
Cartoon (ages 8-14):

9:00 am - 9:45 am
10:00 am - 11:00 am
11:15 am - 12:15 pm

Cost is $70 per class and full class descriptions and registration available online at
https://www.youngrembrandts.com. No online access? You can call us at 215-633-3616
and leave your name, address and phone number to request a form be mailed to you. If
mailing in or dropping off your registration and payment, please make the check payable
to YOUNG REMBRANDTS.

Soccer Shots
Soccer Shots is an engaging children’s soccer program
for ages 2-7 with a focus on character development. Our
caring team positively impacts children’s lives on and off
the field through best-in-class coaching, communication
and curriculum. Our coaches are the best-trained in the
business! Our expert-approved curriculum is ageappropriate and aligns with childhood education
standards. In addition, we provide an exceptional customer experience and ongoing
communication with parents.

Classes are 30-40 minutes in length and are held on Saturdays at Firefighters’ Field for
8 weeks from March 31st through May 19th. Start times for each age group will be:
Ages 5-7:
Ages 3-4

Age 2:

3:00 pm
3:55 pm
4:45 pm

Soccer Shots strives to offer local and affordable programming for Bensalem families.
Cost is $108 for the 8 week season per child with a $20 registration fee once per school
calendar year, per child. Upon first enrollment in the school year, each child will receive
an official Soccer Shots Jersey. Enrollment opens January 1st and you can register
online at www.LowerBucks.SoccerShots.org or by calling 267-630-1557.

Holiday Safety Tips
Decorating with trees and lights is a long-standing tradition around the
holiday season for many Bensalem residents and businesses. Unfortunately,
these same decorations may also increase the chance of a fire. To help
keep you safe this season, Bensalem Fire Rescue would like to share these
holiday safety tips.

Santa Claus is Coming to Town
Santa will be making his rounds throughout
Bensalem once again this holiday season escorted
by our volunteer fire companies. To find out when
he’ll be in your neighborhood, click on the link
below to your local firehouse for his schedule.
From all of us at Bensalem Township Fire Rescue,
we wish you and yours the happiest of holidays and
a wonderful 2019!
Cornwells Fire Company
Eddington Fire Company
Newport Fire Company
Nottingham Fire Department
Trevose Fire Company
Union Fire Company

PAL Street Hockey

The 2018 PAL Street Hockey League wrapped up in midNovember. Playoffs began on the 12th and pitted the 1st
seeds in both the Junior and Senior divisions against the
4th seeds, and the 2nd seeds against the 3rd seeds.
The following evening was championship night, with both
division games very tight. The Flyers- coached by
Sergeant Schwartz and Detective Jackson- edged out
the Penguins- coached by Al Horton and Detective
Tropiano- with a score of 3-2 in the Junior division. The
Senior division game was dominated by the Devils- coached by Fred Sponheimer and
Nick Altomare- who prevailed over the Capitals- coached by Officer Jachimski and
Corporal Gansky- with a shut-out victory of 2-0. Trophies were awarded to the
champions in each division, and second place trophies were awarded to the remaining
championship-competing teams.
This year’s league was a huge success thanks to the combined 120 players and
volunteers. The Junior division was made up of 55 players spread out among 6 highly
competitive teams, while the Senior division had 40 players making up 4 teams. Each
was led by a head coach and an assistant, some of which have participated for many
years and formed strong bonds with the kids and their families.
Of the 25 valuable volunteers, one who stood out among
the others was Matt Kirk. Matt is a Bucks County
Technical High School student who provided his referee
services at just about every game. Another volunteer
whose efforts also did not go unnoticed this year was Mr.
John Robinson. Mr. Robinson is a community member,
and also an experienced high school referee, who took
care of the time keeping duties for the majority of the
season. Without all of our volunteers giving of
themselves so selflessly, this organization- and these
events- would not be possible!

Buzzin' Around B-Town

There is beauty all around B-Town, but

Mechanicsville Road when the leaves are
changing color will just take your breath
away! Thank you to Marie Broderick
Reinert for sharing this with us.

Mr. Joseph Trucks, Korean War Veteran
and member of the Bensalem Township
Veteran's Advisory Board, pictured with
Mayor DiGirolamo & State Representative
Gene DiGirolamo, at the Annual Veteran's
Day Assembly held recently at Shafer
Middle School.

No matter where life takes you, always
remember your #BensalemRoots, just like
Ashley Thomas! Check out her page here!

Public Safety’s annual Toy Drive Luncheon
at Carrabba’s on Saturday, December 1.
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