BENSALEM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

BUDGET MEETING MINUTES


Monday
January 7, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joseph Pilieri
Joseph Knowles
Ed Kisselback
Jesse Sloane
Ed Tokmajian
ALSO PRESENT:
Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo
Debora McBreen, Council Clerk/Recording Secretary 

Joseph Pizzo, Township Solicitor 
Ron Gans, Engineer

1. 
OPENING OF THE MEETING:
Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo started the meeting with a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
2.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo invited Public Comment on Agenda items, but no one came forward and the public portion was closed.
PLEASE NOTE:
The minutes are not verbatim but rather a synopsis of what transpired during the meeting, and while I do my best to attribute remarks and questions to the correct individual, there may be mistakes or omissions because of the “back and forth” dialogue and the lack of the use of the microphones.

3.
ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Mayor DiGirolamo called for nominations for Council President, Councilman Kisselback nominated Joseph Knowles, Councilman Pilieri seconded. The Mayor asked if there were any other nominations and Councilman Tokmajian nominated Jesse Sloane, Councilman Sloane seconded.  Hearing no other nominations the Mayor called for the vote on the first nomination of Joseph Knowles, and the vote carried 3-2. The Mayor called for the vote on the second nomination and the vote carried 2-3 for Jesse Sloane. Joseph Knowles received the most votes and will serve as Council President for 2019.
4.
ELECTION OF COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Council President Knowles called for nominations for Council Vice President, Councilman Sloane nominated Ed Tokmajian, Councilman Tokmajian seconded. Council President Knowles asked if there were any other nominations and Councilman Pilieri nominated Ed Kisselback, Council President Knowles seconded. Council President Knowles called for the vote on the first nomination of Ed Tokmajian and the vote carried 2-3. Council President Knowles called for the vote on the second nomination of Ed Kisselback and the vote carried 3-2. Ed Kisselback received the most votes and will serve as Council Vice President for 2019.
5.
ELECTION OF TOWNSHIP SECRETARY:
Council President Knowles called for nominations for Township Secretary. Council Vice President Kisselback nominated Joe Pilieri, Council President Knowles seconded.  Council President Knowles asked if there were any other nominations and Councilman Tokmajian nominated Jesse Sloane, Councilman Sloane seconded. Council President Knowles called for the vote on the first nomination of Joseph Pilieri and the vote carried 3-2.  Council President Knowles called for the vote on the second nomination of Jesse Sloane and the vote carried 2-3. Joseph Pilieri received the most votes and will serve as Township Secretary for 2019.
6
ELECTION OF THE ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP SECRETARY:
Council President Knowles asked the Mayor if there was a recommendation for the Assistant Township Secretary and the Mayor recommended Debbie McBreen. The vote was called and Debbie McBreen was elected unanimously.
7.
APPOINTMENT OF A COURT STENOGRAPHER:
Council President Knowles asked the Mayor if there were was a recommendation for the Court Stenographer and the Mayor recommended Kimberly A. Bursner RPR, NJ.CCR.  The vote was called and Kimberly A. Bursner RPR, NJ.CCR was elected unanimously.

8.
APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL CLERK:
Council President Knowles asked the Mayor if he had a recommendation for the Municipal Clerk pursuant to Section 2-26 of the Code. The Mayor recommended Debbie McBreen.  Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve the Mayors recommendation as presented, Councilman Sloane seconded and the vote carried unanimously.
9.
APPOINTMENT OF TOWNSHIP CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS:
Council President Knowles asked the Mayor if he had a recommendation for the Township Certified Public Accountant.  The Mayor recommended Maillie, LLP of Mont Clare, PA.  Council Vice President Kisselback motioned to approve, Council Secretary Pilieri seconded. Council Member Tokmajian asked how many years did this firm serve the Township.  The Mayor replied that this year, 2019, would be their first year serving as certified public accountants for the township.  The Mayor indicated that there was an RFP (Request For Proposal) issued and they were the lowest and most qualified. The vote carried unanimously.
10.
DESIGNATION OF BENSALEM TOWNSHIP’S NEWS MEDIA FOR LEGAL ADVERTISING DURING 2019:
Council President Knowles asked the Mayor if he had a recommendation for the Township’s News Media and the Mayor recommended the Bucks County Courier Times. Council Member Tokmajian motioned to approve and Council Member Sloane seconded, the vote carried unanimously.
11.
DESIGNATION OF MONTHLY MEETING DATES DURING 2019:

Council President Knowles asked for a motion to approve the meeting dates as presented, Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve and Council Member Tokmajian seconded.
Council President Knowles introduced Judge Gallagher and Judge Falcone who were on hand to swear in the proposed board members and thanked them for their commitment to their community. Judge Gallagher announced, for those board members who were not present, to call either Judge Gallagher or Judge Falcone’s office to set-up an appointment to be sworn into their board.
12.
CODE OF APPEALS BOARD:
The Mayor recommended Bruce Jones for a three (3) year term and for Ed Davis to fill the open seat.  Council Vice President Kisselback motioned to approve and Council Secretary Pilieri seconded, the vote carried unanimously. No members were in attendance.
13.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD:

The Mayor recommended Paul Giordano, Ernesto Veneziale and Marc Winokur to a one (1) year term.  Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve and Council Vice President Kisselback seconded, Council Member Sloane told the Mayor that he appreciated the Executive Appointments Interest Forms that were filled out by the board members but expressed that one of the nominees did not fill the form out completely and had asked the Mayor if he had any further information on Mr. Winokur. There were off mic comments as to Mr. Winokur’s credentials which satisfied Council Member Sloane’s request.  The vote carried unanimously.  No members were in attendance.
14.
DISABLED ADVISORY BOARD:
The Mayor recommended three (3) members out of the seven (7) required and they are Nick Quattrone, Loreen Cimino and Phyllis Pisch to a one (1) year term. Council President Knowles indicated that if anyone was interested in being a part of this board to please contact the Mayor’s office.  Council Member Sloane asked if this board was in existence last year and the Mayor indicated it was not due to the lack of board members. This year there are three (3) members and the Mayor was looking for four (4) more members. Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve and Council Member Tokmajian seconded, the vote carried unanimously.  No members were in attendance.
15.
DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADVISORY BOARD:  
The Mayor recommended Frank Schilling, William Cook, Nicholas Diasio, Rosemarie Angel, Wayne Lewis, George Seymour, Jean Pawlowski, Debra Schnieder, Frank Curran, Julianna Johnson and Dori Breneberg.  Council Member Sloane indicated that one of the members, Debra Schneider did not submit a form.  Debra Schneider indicated that she faxed over the form but nothing was received in the Mayor’s office. Council Member Sloane indicated that according to “code” an eighth grader or high school student should be a part of the board.  The Mayor explained that the Township always had an eighth grader on the board but they had a hard time getting to the township due to their parents being unable to bring them and of course being underage they could not drive themselves. The “code” will reflect to having a high school student on the board.  Council Vice President Kisselback motioned to approve, Council Secretary Pilieri seconded, the vote carried unanimously. Nine (9) members were sworn in by Judge Falcone. 
16.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION:

The Mayor recommended Brian Cummings, Bob Braubitz and Art Souders. Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve and Council Member Tokmajian seconded, the vote carried unanimously. No members were in attendance.
17.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD:

The Mayor recommended Don Anderson, Lance Morell, Fred Harran, Ron Harris, Joseph Pilieri, Robert Race, Robert Sponheimer, Tom Topley and Michael Richey.  Council Member Sloane indicated that the “code” required that the Director of Building and Planning the Finance Manager and the IT Manager are to serve on this board as well.  Solicitor Pizzo indicated that the Emergency Management Services Advisory Board will now include the Finance Manager (John Chaykowski), the Director of Building and Planning (Ken Farrall) and the IT Manager (Kurt Stolzenberger) as directed according to code.  Council Member Sloane indicated that this board should submit four (4) reports during the course of the year to the Mayor’s office and then the Mayor would forward those reports on to Council which Council has not seen for 2018.  A conversation pursued regarding the minutes in which Council was informed that they will receive the minutes for 2018. Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve with the three additional members added to the board and Council Member Tokmajian seconded and the vote carried unanimously. Five (5) members were sworn in by Judge Gallagher.  
18.
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD:
The Mayor recommended Alan Winsor, Heidrun Malone and Mike Cimino. Council Vice President Kisselback motioned to approve, Council Secretary Pilieri seconded and the vote carried unanimously. One (1) member was sworn in by Judge Falcone.
19.
GAMING ADVISORY BOARD:
The Mayor recommended Donna Patti, Peter Waitze, Maryann Griffin, Sunny Patel, Ankit Parikh, Walter Arch, and Joanne Fields. Council Member Sloane indicated that this board should be submitting records. Mayor agreed and indicated that Debbie McBreen attends the Gaming Advisory Board meetings and prepares those minutes and will forward them on to Council. Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve, Council Vice President Kisselback seconded and the vote carried unanimously.  Six (6) members were sworn in by Judge Gallagher.
20.
IMPACT FEE ADVISORY BOARD:
The Mayor recommended Deepak Dhawan, Tom Nevrotski, Mike Petra, Stacey Champion, Jayna Montalvo, Rameshbha Patel and Frank Paine.  Council Member Sloane indicated that this board should be submitting records.  Solicitor Pizzo explained that the Impact Fee Advisory Committee, their reports are a part of the Land Development packets, they really don’t deal with anything other than the review of Land Developments. Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve, Council Vice President Kisselback seconded and the vote carried unanimously. Five (5) members were sworn in by Judge Falcone.
21.
PLANNING COMMISSION:

The Mayor recommended Michael Gabrieli, Edward Devenney and Tom Risich.  Council Member Tokmajian asked the Mayor to confirm the status of Mr. Devenney’s as an elected official.  The Mayor asked Solicitor Pizzo to explain if Mr. Devenney’s recommendation to this board was in any way a conflict since Mr. Devenney is an Elected Official as the Township Auditor.  Solicitor Pizzo indicated that it may preclude Mr. Devenney from being on the Planning Commission.  Solicitor Pizzo recommended holding off Mr. Devenney’s name until he could look into this further. Council Member Sloane motioned to approve, Council Member Tokmajian seconded and the vote carried unanimously.  Two (2) members were sworn in by Judge Gallagher.
22.
SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD:
The Mayor recommended Alice Gresko, Robert Gale, Frank Ziedler, Barbara Ziedler and Joseph Ebner.  Council Member Tokmajian motioned to approve, Council Member Sloane seconded and the vote carried unanimously. Four (4) members were sworn in by Judge Falcone. 
23.
VACANT PROPERTY ADVISORY BOARD:

The Mayor recommended William Cmorey and Al Gougler.  Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve, Council Vice President Kisselback seconded and the vote carried unanimously.  One (1) member was sworn in by Judge Gallagher.

24.
VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD:

The Mayor recommended Joe Slemmer, Bruce Siemers, Joe Trucks, Raymond Bates, Jim Pinto, Patrick Jones and Richard Clift. Council Member Tokmajian motioned to approve, Council Vice President Kisselback seconded and the vote carried unanimously.  Six (6) members were sworn in by Judge Falcone.  
25.
ZONING HEARING BOARD:

The Mayor recommended Marc Bourne who will be filling out Angelina Domanico’s balance of her term, which is four (4) years and George Seymour for a 5 year term.  Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to approve, Council Member Sloane seconded and the vote carried unanimously. One (1) member was sworn in by Judge Gallagher.  
26.
SUPPORT PERSONNEL:
Engineer Gans:  Congratulated all the volunteers.

Solicitor Pizzo:   Wished everyone a Happy New Year.

27.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank Schilling, 6202 Hulmeville Rd. spoke about council and how they are elected to do a job. Unity week is coming let’s be unified. Bensalem is one of 50 Best Places to Live in America, Bensalem is a great place.

Frank Ziedler, 1108 Ohio Ave., spoke about how the Senior Citizen Advisory board had visited every senior citizen apartment building and asked for any suggestions to better their living arrangements and those suggestion were brought to the Mayor and the Mayor had taken care of them all, except for one.  The Mayor was unaware of the ramp that was supposed to be added to the Gazebo at the senior center along Bristol Pike had not been taken care of and told Mr. Ziedler that he would look into it and would have someone handle that request.


Council President Knowles asked for any other business and/or remarks:
Mayor:  Wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked all the volunteers for their time.
St. Nick was unbelievable as quarterback during the Eagles game on Sunday and would like to 

vote him in as the next president.

Council Member Sloane:  Wished everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year and “Let’s Go Get the Saints”.

Council Member Tokmajian:  Thought that the meeting went very well. He congratulated the members of the executive board on council and pointed out that Councilman Sloane and Councilman Tokmajian were not given the opportunity for either one of the executive positions. Council Vice President Kisselback (no microphone) I believe said that Councilman Tokmajian and Councilman Sloane were given the opportunity when the votes were put on the floor. Council Member Tokmajian thanked all the members of the boards and that it was an invaluable service.  Council Member Tokmajian commented that about a year ago he had submitted to the Mayor some of those requirements to be placed into the code so he asked if at one point those ideas could be addressed at a council meeting. Council Member Tokmajian thanked the Mayor for the forms that were filled out by the board members and commented to the Mayor that the code should be revised.  Council President Knowles said that he had talked to Solicitor Pizzo in regards to the changes and Solicitor Pizzo stated that the Zoning Board and Planning Commission were State code and you could not change those requirements.  Council President Knowles indicated that he did not think that it was necessary that every person who volunteers have a criminal background check. Council President Knowles recommended that if Council Member Tokmajian had changes regarding the boards that he either make an appointment with Administration or have an Executive Session with council to discuss his ideas.  Council Member Tokmajian concluded with wishing everyone a Happy New Year and spoke about Unity Week.

Council Secretary Pilieri:  Wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked all of the volunteers for the time and service to their community.
Council Vice President Kisselback:  Thanked the Bensalem residents for their time and service to their community and it makes Bensalem what it is today and wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Council President Knowles:  Thanked all the volunteers and commented that he would like to encourage everyone to participate in Unity Week.

28.
ADJOURNMENT
With no other business to conduct, Council Secretary Pilieri motioned to adjourn, Council President Knowles seconded. 

The Bensalem Township Reorganization Council Meeting of January 7, 2019 can be viewed in its entirety at the following websites:



www.bensalempa.gov

or
     www.youtube.com
Respectfully submitted,

Debora F. McBreen

Recording Secretary/Council Clerk
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