BENSALEM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES


Monday
March 11th, 2024
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ed Kisselback, Council President

Joseph Knowles, Council Vice President
Stacey Champion, Council Secretary
Michelle Benitez, Council Member

Joseph Pilieri, Council Member
SUPPORTING PERSONNEL:

Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo
Debora McBreen, Council Clerk/Recording Secretary 

Joseph Pizzo, Township Solicitor
PLEASE NOTE:
The minutes are not verbatim but rather a synopsis of what transpired during the meeting, and while I do my best to attribute remarks and questions to the correct individual, there may be mistakes or omissions because of the “back and forth” dialogue and the lack of the use of the microphone.
1. 
OPENING OF THE MEETING:

Council President Kisselback opened the meeting with a moment of silence and/or prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2.
INTRODUCTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS, MAYOR AND STAFF:


Council President Kisselback introduced the Mayor, Supporting Staff and Council Members.

3.
PRESENTATION OF THE “LIFESAVING UNIT” CITATION FOR JEFFERSON DOCTORS & FIRST RESPONDERS:
Director McVey, thanked Council and the Mayor for their unwavering support they give to the First Responders. The First Citation presented will be the Unit Citation which is very important for the residence to hear because it unites the Police, Fire, EMS and Jefferson Hospital.
Director McVey asked for all who were on the job at the Radisson Hotel to please come forward to be acknowledged as the Director read the Citation.
OFFICIAL COMMENDATION: UNIT CITATION READ AS FOLLOWS:

On Thursday, February 8th, 2024, at 1131 hours, Bensalem EMS (Medic 186) was dispatched to the Radisson Hotel for a report of a subject who fell through a skylight on the roof into the hotel lobby.  Upon hearing the dispatch, Bensalem Fire Rescue, Bensalem Police, and additional units from Bensalem EMS responded.

Units arrived on scene and discovered a male who was conscious and alert after falling approximately 75 feet and being impaled on a chair. EMS personnel performed an assessment and determined a physician response team was needed. Engine 222 arrived on scene and met with paramedics to establish a plan to stabilize the patient and determine the equipment needed to safely separate the patient from the chair.  Battalion 222 established command and upgraded the assignment to a technical rescue.  Crews from Bensalem EMS and Bensalem Fire Rescue worked side by side to ensure a coordinated effort to provide patient care and technical rescue operations.
The Bucks County Physician Response Team, led by Doctors Wydro and Wang, arrived on scene with blood and advanced medications. The response team began providing critical medical care and patient sedation.  As crews continued to work to free the patient, it was determined that additional blood would be required. Sgt. Dave Marshall responded to Jefferson Torresdale Hospital to retrieve a mass transfusion kit and returned to the scene.
After extended rescue operations, crews were able to free the patient from the chair, place an advanced airway, and package the patient for transport to Jefferson Torresdale Hospital. It was later determined that the patient was impaled by a 14-inch section of the chair, which was pressing against a major blood vessel. 
Due to the remarkable teamwork and advanced lifesaving efforts demonstrated by all personnel on scene, the patient is currently recovering from the injuries, and were all awarded the Bensalem Township Unit Citation.

PERSONNEL RECOGNIZED:
Bensalem Rescue Squad Members: Igor Karyman, Justin Michvech, Tom Topley, Ian O’Neal, Lea Knag, Rob Elliot, Amanda Streeper and Krista Brown

Bensalem Firefighters: Thomas McCool, Tim Resh, Mike Sekulski, Tom Prociuk, Nick Altomare and Rob Sponheimer

Bensalem Police:  Sgt. Dave Marshall
Jefferson Doctors: Gerald Wydro and Alvin Wang

Jefferson ER Charge Nurse:  Elizabeth Beauchmin

Bucks County Emergency Health Services Paramedic: Gina Miller

Council Secretary Champion thanked EMS and Fire because a month ago her son had an injury, he received second degree burns. Without the abilities of the First Responders they may have not arrived to the hospital on time to treat the burns. Council Secretary Champions son is on the mend, played his first basketball game and was able to play baseball. Thanks to all involved!
4.
PRESENTATION OF THE BENSALEM POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR:

Director McVey indicated that Bryan Hearn’s family comes from a long family of law enforcement. His father, John Hearn, is the Chief of Newtown. Mr. Hearn spent 30 years in Philadelphia and left with the rank of Captain. Bryan brother is a Police Officer with Northampton and his sister is with the FBI. Mrs. Hearn, Bryan’s mother, has the toughest job of all with stressing out with all these law enforcement people.

The Citation was read by Director McVey: 

Officer Hearn, you have certainly proven to be an invaluable member of the Bensalem Police Department this past year. Your proactive approach to police work has led to the seizure of numerous firearms, countless narcotics and multiple stolen vehicles in 2023. Throughout the year you have conducted 235 traffic stops, made 120 criminal arrests and documented 599 incident reports. You have maintained an above standard level of performance and professionalism while fulfilling your responsibilities as a Field Training Officer in the Bensalem Police Department. Over last years’ time period you were the primary Field Training Officer for two new officers and the Secondary Training Officer for two other officers. You have certainly developed into an informal leader for the department and you lead by example and action. Your performance was recognized through multiple accommodations that you received last year, including Officer of the Quarter.  In addition to the multiple firearms you have seized and the felony arrest you have made you were also instrumental in the arrest of two burglary suspects and a homicide suspect. Due to your dedication and work ethic, intelligent police services and brilliant execution of police skills, you are hereby awarded the Bensalem Township Police Officer of the Year 2023.   
The Mayor indicated that Bryan Hearn was recognized by the Bensalem Rotary as the 2023 Police Officer of the Year. The Mayor acknowledged Officer Hearn with a certificate from him and Council and read the following:
Bryan Hearn is awarded 2023 Officer of the Year for providing outstanding police services to the citizens of Bensalem with the highest order of integrity and dependability and in a manner that exemplifies the goals of the department.
Council President Kisselback indicated that he was at Officer Hearn’s swearing in which seemed like yesterday.
Officer Hearn has been with the Bensalem Township Police Force for 4 years.
Council Secretary Champion excused herself due to a prior commitment.

5.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
David Spause is the Manager of Rashi Holdings the property owner of 188 State Road. Mr. Spause indicated that he thought it was wonderful that Council was considering rezoning the area located at Mill and State Roads. Mr. Spause indicated that they are intending to redevelop the property as a gas station along with a convenient store and some storage once their Environmental Consultant gives the okay. A plan has been submitted to the Building and Planning Department and is expected to sit down with them sometime in April.
Seeing no one else come forward the first of two Public Comments was closed.
6.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES:
Council President Kisselback indicated on page 4 of the February 26th Council Meeting Minutes the correction should be that Council President Kisselback inquired the information not Council President Knowles.

Council Vice President Knowles motioned to approve the Minutes from February 26th as amended in regards to page 4 as indicated by Council President Kisselback. Councilwoman Benitez seconded and the motion carried 3-0-1.
7.
CONSIDERATION AND PUBLICE HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP TMP NO. 02-22-009; 02-022-008; 02-022-004 FROM LI LIGHT INDUSTRIAL TO GC GENERAL COMMERCIAL AND TMP NO. 02-022-003-001; 02-022-003; 02-022-001-002 FORM LI LIGHT INDUSTRIAL TO AD APARTMENT DISTRICT:

Councilwoman Benitez requested the verification of the TMP numbers and asked if it was natural for the numbers not to follow the same pattern.
Director Farrall indicated there are two different parcels and yes, it is natural for the numbers not follow the same pattern.
Director Farrall indicated this is a rezoning of a portion of State Road. There are six parcels involved and are currently zoned LI Light Industrial. It is requested to rezone 3 of the parcels GC General Commercial and the other 3 parcels rezone to AD Apartment District. The 3 parcels being rezoned to AD Apartment District are located near the Gatehouse Apartments where apartments currently exist. The Township is not rezoning a piece of parcel to construct apartments, it is in the need of cleaning up old zoning that is currently zoned incorrectly. The other 3 parcels, LI Light Industrial, wanted to keep it consistent with the area and asked to rezone it to GC General Commercial, this will allow the proper construction for this area.
Council President Kisselback asked if the parcels were going to be consolidated into one parcel.

Director Farrall indicated they are two separate parcels, this will not be combined.

Solicitor Pizzo indicated the notices that were sent to the property owners of the six parcels involved were accomplished by three letters sent by Rudolph Clarke Associates dated February 8th, 2024. Notices to all of the adjacent property owners was accomplished by way of certified mail from the Township over the signature of the Director of Building and Planning, Ken Farrall, all of which are dated February 13th, 2024. Copies of the posting of the respective properties are included in the record of this rezoning. The properties were each posted by the Township on February 26th, 2024 and those notices remained on the properties continuously up until the time of this evenings hearing. Notice of the adoption of the Ordinance and this hearing were advertised in the Bucks County Courier Times. In success of postings and proof of the advertisements are also a part of the record. All of the necessary documents are included in the record of this rezoning.
Council Vice President Knowles asked if General Commercial would fit the traditional uses that have been allocated to the property if the property owner were to restore them. 
Director Farrall indicated a convenience store or any kind of retail would all fit with the General Commercial. The gas station would not, the gas station is currently a non-conforming, and to the extent is still an item being discussed with the owner.
Solicitor Pizzo indicated the gas station use of the property, as the property is currently zoned LI Light Industrial, is a non-conformity. The non-conforming gas use has been abandoned by either the prior owner or the current owner. The use of the property is a gas station and it has been abandoned of that use for more than a year. That non-conformity has since gone away. The rezoning to GC General Commercial does not now make it conforming. They would still need to go before the Zoning Hearing Board if they wanted to continue, or re-establish a gas station use. They would have to get zoning relief whether it was Li Light Industrial or is GC General Commercial.
Council President Kisselback asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to come forward to comment on the Ordinance. Seeing no one come forward, the Public Comment Portion was closed. 

Council Vice President Knowles motioned to approve TMP No. 02-022-009; 02-022-008; 02-022-004 from LI – Light Industrial to GC - General Commercial and TMP No. 02-022-003-001; 02-022-003; 02-022-001-002 from LI- Light Industrial to AD – Apartment District as presented. Councilwoman Benitez seconded and the motion carried 4-0.
8.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Council President Kisselback asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to come forward. Seeing no one come forward, the second Public Comment Portion was closed. 

9.
OTHER BUSINESS:


The Mayor indicated his Scholarship Foundation application for those Seniors who live in Bensalem can be found on line and the deadline to submit the application is April 26th. Seven Scholarships will be awarded in the amount of $2,000.00 each. Happy St. Patrick’s Day! First day of Spring is March 19th which is also St. Joseph’s Day. If Council does not meet for their next meeting the Mayor would like to wish a Happy Easter to everyone.

Today in History: March 11th, 2020 was the day everything broke loose in this country! It was a tough ride as we all know what went on with the schools and the sicknesses and it was an incredible journey we all were on.

The Mayor thanked all of our Police Officers and EMS in regards to the gentleman who fell 75 feet and was impaled.

The Mayor wanted to discuss the work going on at the Golf Course along Hulmeville Road and correct the rumors on social media regarding the houses that are going to be built. It is drainage being put in to help the community in that area with the water problem, not houses.

Councilwoman Benitez wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day be safe call Uber or Lyft is cheaper than a DUI. Thanked Bensalem’s Finest for making Bensalem proud each day. Congratulated Officer Bryan Hearn on being the 2023 Officer of the Year.

Councilman Pilieri – Ditto.


Council Vice President Knowles wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and a Happy St. Joseph’s Day. Spring is on its way, Happy Easter, the Season of Hope is near.

Council President Kisselback congratulated all of the Township Police Officers, First Responders and EMS regarding the Lifesaving Unit Citation that they received for the quick response and actions on the scene of the horrific event that occurred with the gentleman who fell 75 ft. through a skylight and was impaled by a chair in the lobby of the Radisson Hotel. Congratulated the Officer of the Year, Bryan Hearn. Spring has sprung and we should enjoy the spring like weather as we are headed into the rest of the week. 
10.
ADJOURNMENT:
With no other business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned.
The Bensalem Township Council Meeting of March 11th, 2024 can be viewed in its entirety at the following websites:



www.bensalempa.gov

or
     www.youtube.com
Respectfully submitted,

Debora F. McBreen

Recording Secretary/Council Clerk
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